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more fruitful; we are able to set the problems, with
which we have to deal, in a clearer light, so as to
have the best hope of solving them practically, and
making still further advances in promoting and
fostering the Common Weal.
-2 A retrospect of progress in the past, helps to
* give us the right point of view for discussing
the possibilities of the future. We are apt to be mis-
taken if we allow ourselves to be guided solely by
our own preferences and temperaments in regard
to political movements long ago, for they have been
judged by the logic of events* Certain institutions
have justified themselves by their success, while
others have proved to be failures, and are to be con-
demned as failures. The personal sympathies and
interests of the historian will of course differ accord-
ing to his temperament. The vulgar will find satis-
faction in praising those who were successful, and
the chivalrous will show sympathy with failure;
but, apart from, these matters of temperament, the
fact of success or failure is clear. Personal monarchy
was proved a failure in England when Charles I was
executed; to try to understand, as fully as we can,
the precise causes of failure is an education in being
fair to those with whom we may have little sym-
pathy. Similarly in regard to the future we need
not rely entirely on our own conceptions of what is
right and just, but should look chiefly at what is
practicable, as a step towards realising our ideal for
the Common Weal. Our conception of abstract